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Patrick Suppes received his Ph.D. in Philosophy in 1950 at Columbia Univer-
sity, where he worked with Ernest Nagel. He has been at Stanford since 1950
and is now Professor of Philosophy and Statistics. Suppes’ main research inter-
ests include the philosophy of science, theory of measurement, decision theory
and probability, and computer-assisted education. He is a member of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences. Jon Barwise received his Ph.D. in Mathematics
in 1967 at Stanford University, where he worked with Solomon Feferman.
After teaching at U.C.L.A., Yale, and Wisconsin, he returned to Stanford as
Professor of Philosophy in 1983. Barwise’s main research interests include
mathematical logic, especially model theory, set theory, and generalized re-
cursion theory, and applications of logic to the semantics of natural language.
At Stanford, Barwise has been Director of the Center for Study of Language
and Information, and is currently chairman of the Program in Symbolic Sys-
tems. Solomon Feferman received his Ph.D. in Mathematics in 1957 at the
University of California, Berkeley, where he studied with Alfred Tarski. He has
been at Stanford since 1956, where he is Professor of Mathematics and Phi-
losophy. His research interests are in mathematical logic and the foundations
of mathematics, especially proof theory and constructive and semiconstructive
mathematics, as well as in the history of modern logic. Feferman is Editor-in-
Chief of the Collected Works of Kurt Godel; ke is currently Chairman of the
Department of Mathematics.

Commemorative Meeting for Alfred Tarski
Stanford University—November 7, 1983

PATRICK SUPPES, JON BARWISE,
AND SOLOMON FEFERMAN, SPEAKERS

INTRODUCTION

The meeting was held in memory of Professor Alfred Tarski, who died at
the age of 82 on October 28, 1983. Tarski was one of the most important
logicians of the twentieth century and his influence stretched over a period of
more than fifty years. He established his reputation in the latter part of the
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1920s through the 1930s at the University of Warsaw, came to the United
States in 1939, and obtained a position in the Department of Mathematics at
U.C. Berkeley in 1942, where he became a professor of mathematics in 1946.
At Berkeley, Tarski established a leading center for the research and teaching
of mathematical logic. Commemorative meetings were held not long after his
death at both Stanford and Berkeley. The meeting at Stanford was sponsored
by the Departments of Mathematics and Philosophy, where it was chaired by
Professor Solomon Feferman, a former student of Tarski and a member of
both departments. After some brief opening remarks, he introduced Patrick
Suppes, Professor of Philosophy and Statistics, and Director of the Institute
for Mathematical Studies in the Social Sciences, who told of his long experi-
ence with Tarski as a friend and colleague; Professor Suppes’ remarks, which
emphasized Tarski’s personal characteristics and scientific style, are summa-
rized below. He was followed by Professor Jon Barwise of the Department of
Philosophy and (then) Director of the Center for the Study of Language and
Information, who spoke about Tarski’s work on the theory of models and
model-theoretic semantics, which has been important in logic, philosophy,
and linguistics. Feferman concluded the meeting with reminiscences about
his experiences in the 1950s as a student of Tarski, and he enlarged on the
topics of Tarski’s work and interests. The talks of Barwise and Feferman are
reproduced essentially as presented, though edited for this publication.

PATRICK SUPPES [SUMMARY]

Sitting in on Tarski’s seminars in the 1950s was a vicarious learning expe-
rience. Tarski had a passion for clarity, and he would halt seminar reports
by students if at any point they failed to meet his standards. He would not
let them proceed until they could present the material in a completely satis-
factory, clear, and exact form; this could be very painful, though it was never
a personal matter, and most students benefited by the experience.

Also to be emphasized is the elegance of his thought and talk, the strongly
aesthetic feelings that came forth in his presentations and writings. He was
really a dazzling lecturer and could explain technical subjects to wide au-
diences in a very clear and accessible way, starting with very simple ideas,
gradually building up a full picture. His papers seem much simpler than they
really are, because of his passion for organization and clarity. English was
Tarski’s fifth language (actually seventh, if one counts Greek and Latin); in
Russian-occupied Poland he had studied in Russian at the classic Gymna-
sium, and also gained a command of French and German at the same time.
His prewar papers were in Polish, French, and German, while he published
entirely in English after his emigration to the United States. Tarski had the
unusual ability to both lecture and write superbly well. He was also a plea-
sure to talk to in person because of the breadth of his interests, not only in
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mathematics, but also in philosophy, art, literature, and politics; his ideas
were always well developed and articulated.

The final point to be emphasized—and which accounts for so much of
Tarski’s influence—was his unflagging energy and enthusiasm for work and
ideas. He communicated this to his students, along with a positive attitude
in stimulating a large body of work. Many of his students have gone on to
become well-known in their own right, working in a variety of directions,
but all carrying the distinctive stamp of Tarski’s concerns for clarity and
organization.





